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A warm welcome to all to 
the   latest edition of the    
‘Constantine Times’, and 
many thanks to our    
Deputy Intendant       
General, Ill.Kt. Nic White, 
for once again producing 
our Divisional          
Newsletter. 

Well Worthy Knights it 
has been a busy couple 

of months since our last publication. As Conclaves 
are starting to try and get back to some normality. 
It has made a nice change to have had two       
Installation meetings face to face supported by a 
couple of business meetings by Zoom allowing          
Conclaves to continue going about their normal 
business.  

I am sure that all who have attended the Conclave 
live meetings have really enjoyed themselves and 
are glad to get back to meeting their friend's and 
fellow masons.  I was also very pleased to see 
that the standard of the ritual was as always      
extremely good, even though I had expected most 
of us to be a bit "rusty" it's amazing how quickly 
we have all returned to almost normal! 

Tuesday the 12th of October, Grand Imperial  
Conclave, what a fantastic day it turned out to be. 
My Deputy Nic and I left home at 5.45am, to arrive 
in Grand Lodge at 10.15am. to be welcomed by 
the acting Grand Marshal for rehearsals. Then a 
quick coffee and chat in the new coffee bar at 
Grand Lodge before attending a very                
impressive Ceremony led of course by our Grand 
Sovereign M.Ill. Kt. Graham Flight, who admitted 
to being slightly nervous at his first Grand       
Conclave meeting for two years.  Of course you 
would not know it, his easy going nature made it 
all look easy.   

Then after seeing our new Grand Officers          
appointed it was off to a very enjoyable meal at 
the Connaught rooms . I was also very pleased to 

see our Grand Sepulchre Guard, Barry Slade do an 
impeccable job with the Grand team. Ten or so      
Worthy Knights from the Division sat down to quick 
service and much enjoyable banter before leaving 
at about 4.30pm. Nic and I were back by 9.30pm.  

The only sad thing was that our Deputy Grand       
Sovereign M.Ill. And Venerable Knight Peter 
Hawken had contracted Covid 19 and was unable to 
be with us, I can report that he and his wife Wendy 
are now back to full health. 

Well, our next meeting is of course 
the Divisional meeting at Torquay 
were I hope as many of you as    
possible can attend to see our 
new Divisional Officers appointed.  

It is a very important day for them 
and your support as always is very 
much appreciated. I look forward 
to seeing you and hopefully will be able to speak to 
each and every one of you that can attend. 

That's about all for now, before I finish can I wish 
each of you and your families a very  

Happy Christmas and lets hope a healthy 
new year! 

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal      Richard I.G 

From our Intendant General 

Divisional Recorder:  
V.Ill.Kt. Alan R. 

Phone: 01271 372319 
E-mail: arcockman@gmail.com  

www.redcrossdevonandcornwall.org.uk 

A few impromptu pictures 
from Grand Conclave...any one see Alan Cockman…? 



Constantine  

and the Birds of Prey 
 

As a member of English Heritage I was    
perusing the latest information for upcoming 
events online, when I was drawn to a short 
video by Emma Raphael from Raphael    
Historic Falconry.  They provide the falconry 
experiences and displays at many historic 
properties. What particularly caught my atten-
tion was the reference to the use of birds of 
prey in the Roman Era which I have added to 

the information given by Emma Raphael. 
 

From the researches that Raphael Historic 
Falconry had undertaken, they assert that 
Falconry developed during the late roman era 
as the art of hunting with a trained bird of 
prey to catch live quarry, and thus is one of 
the oldest forms of hunting for food,         
harnessing the wild predatory nature of a 

raptor not, therefore, a sporting pursuit.  
 

Prior to the development of using birds of 
prey during Roman times the origins of    
falconry were rooted in history thousands of 
years ago, somewhere on the vast Asian 
plateau and is likely to have travelled across 
along the old silk routes arriving in Britain in 

the late Roman era. 

Romans 
were not 
great      
exploiters of 
falconry; 
however, in 

306 AD Constantine the Great was declared 
Emperor at York.   Constantine grew up in 
the Eastern Provinces of the Empire where 
falconry was commonplace and it is reported 
that a few months before coming to Britain, 
Constantine was said to have been seen 
using hawks, it is no surprise that he was 
exposed to the use of birds during his early 

years and dabbled in the art. 

     

Popular birds of prey used 
by the 
Romans 
were the 
Golden 
Eagle and 
Barn Owls 

though it is recorded that 

Constantine was the first to hunt with the 

Shaheen falcon. 
   

The Shaheen is a 
non-migratory     
subspecies of the 
peregrine falcon 
found mainly in the 
Indian subcontinent.  
These birds could be 
trained to fly above 
the Falconer to 

shade him from the sun as though they 
were a parasol.  From these records 
Constantine appears to provide the first 
evidence of a man stepping on to     

English soil with falconry knowledge. 
 

However, falconry did not get taken up 
in a major way across the Roman     
Empire as possibly because the use of 
birds was commonplace amongst the 
enemies of Rome and seen as improper 
in some way.  Of course, Romans 
placed a great store on the arena based 
entertainments, with which we are    
familiar, and did not exploit the use of 

birds of prey as entertainment. 
 

In Ancient Rome, the role of birds in 
everyday life and myth was one of    
critical importance. Omens were derived 
from observation of the flight of birds 
and were considered with the utmost 
seriousness, such as to the re-siting of 
Constantine’s capital city referred to in 
our ritual.  Birds of prey were worshiped 
as gods, feared as enemies and exalted 

as prophets.   
 

Because of the power of flight they were 
believed to be the prophets of the ruling 
gods and goddesses in the heavens.  
Hence developed the practice of the 
imperial army marching with banners 
depicting eagle, a symbol chosen by the 
Consul Marius.  The banners were   
carried by the Aquiliffer who was the 
army standard or eagle bearer and had 
a highly important and distinguished 
position. The next step would be a post 
as a centurion the name is derived from 

the Latin word for eagle, aquilae. 
 

Romans held the eagle as a divine  
creature for one main reason.   The 
world according to the Romans was 
divided into three layers. Mortal,  the 

Underworld and the Heavens. The 
eagle, king of birds, the largest and 
highest flying was the only creature 
to   possess the power to pass        
between all three layers of the  
universe.  It was believed that   
Jupiter chose the Eagle as his  

personal messenger.  
 

The  
opposite 
of the 
divine 
Eagle is 

the Owl.  

 

 

Throughout history and across 
many cultures, people have      
regarded Owls with fascination and 
awe. Few other creatures have so 
many different and contradictory 
beliefs about them. Owls have 
been feared and venerated,      
despised and admired, considered 
wise and foolish, and associated 
with witchcraft and medicine, the 

weather, birth and death.  
 

Romans believed that they were 
sent from the underworld, a      
creature of darkness, a winged   
daemon.  To see one was to have 
bad luck and was used by Romans 
as a weapon of intimidation.           
A dead Owl nailed to the door of a 
house averted all evil that it       

supposedly had earlier caused.  
 

  To hear the hoot of an Owl     
presaged imminent death. The 
deaths of Julius Caesar, Augustus, 
Commodus Aurelius, and Agrippa 
were apparently all predicted by an 
Owl. "...yesterday, the bird of night 
did sit Even at noonday, upon the 
market place, Hooting and shriek-
ing" (from Shakespeare's "Julius 

Caesar"). 

And From the Deputy….  



If the Senate, a democratically voted for body, wanted to send a massage to another Senator about ‘removing him from the   
senate’ he might have received a dead owl as a warning.  It is reported that the Roman Army was warned of impending disaster 

by an Owl before its defeat at Charrhea, on the plains between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 
 

Another Roman superstition was that witches transformed into Owls, and sucked the blood of babies. Also in Roman Mythology, 
Proserpine (Greek: Persephone) was transported to the underworld against her will by Pluto (Greek: Hades), god of the         
underworld, and was to be allowed to return to her mother Ceres (Greek: Demeter), goddess of agriculture, providing she ate 
nothing while in the underworld. Ascalpus, however, saw her picking a pomegranate, and told what he had seen. He was turned 

into an Owl for his trouble - "a sluggish Screech Owl, a loathsome bird". 
 

On our Red Cross of Constantine Certificate the owl is depicted on the outstretched arm of Minerva and referred to in the       
explanation of the certificate as a symbol of wisdom derived from Greek mythology, where a little owl (Athene noctua)            
traditionally represents or accompanies Athena, the virgin goddess of wisdom, other wise known as Minerva, her incarnation in 

Roman mythology.                            

 

Thank You for reading. Ill.Kt. Nicholas St J M White. Deputy Intendant General 

Notes/References and thanks to:-  

                      Sketch: James Northcote; Wood drawing: William Harvey; Engraving: G.W. Bonner (1828)  

 www.owlpages.com. Wikipedia. English Heritage: Raphael Historic Falconry. 

          fablesofaesop.com/minerva-owl 

            

 DIVISIONAL GRAND CONCLAVE November 2021 

 

R.Ill.Kt. Richard Lucas has been pleased to honour the following Worthy Knights with     

Divisional rank and will be appointed and invested at the Divisional Grand Conclave on 

the 27th November at Torquay. 

 

Divisional Eusebius   P.Kt. John Whitfield  St Brannock 342 

Divisional Senior General  P.Kt. Michael Howard  St Ercus 349 

Divisional Junior General  P.Kt. Mark Richardson  St John Evangelist 238 

Divisional High Prelate   V.Ill.Kt. Louis Baycock  Resurrection 432 

Divisional Registrar   P.Kt. Barry Slade   Mount Lebanon 270 

Divisional Treasurer   E.Kt. Norman Yarde  Royal Citadel 327 

Divisional Recorder   V.Ill.Kt. Alan Cockman  St Brannock 342 

Divisional Almoner   Ill.Kt. Peter Durrant MBE  Royal Citadel 327 

Divisional Marshal    Ill.Kt. Chris Thomas   Royal Citadel 327 

Divisional Sword Bearer   P.Kt. Gary Peard   Mount Lebanon 270 

Divisional Deputy Marshal  V.Ill. Kt. Roy Rudling  Mount Lebanon270 

Divisional Chamberlain   P.Kt. Paul Lloyd   Holy Trinity 311 

Divisional Sub Prelate   V.Ill.Kt. Graham Lea MBE Royal Citadel 327 

Divisional Standard Bearer (C)  P.Kt. Christopher Simons  Resurrection 432 

Divisional Standard Bearer (L)  P.Kt. Roger Pullyblank Mount Lebanon 270 

Divisional Prefect    P.Kt. Paul Roberts   St Ercus 349 

Divisional Warden of Regalia  P.Kt. Nigel Frude   Royal Citadel 327 

Divisional Assistant Recorder  Ill.Kt. Michael Jones  St John Evangelist 238 

Divisional Organist   V.Ill.Kt. Roger Freeman St Ercus 349 

Divisional Herald    P.Kt. David Lloyd   Holy Trinity 311 

Divisional Sentinel    P.Kt. Adam Jeffery  St Brannock 342 



A familiar tale from travelling Red Cross Masons, a tale of home coming from  
Ill.Kt. Spike Bromley 

The alarm goes.  It is very early on the last Saturday of     
November and it’s silly-o-clock.  But it is up you get, do the 
minimum balance exercises, have a quick bowl of cereal, 
dress and out you go to meet a fellow traveller.  Thankfully 
he is driving as it is still pitch dark.  About half an hour later 
we pull into a layby and are joined by another intrepid    
traveller.  Running through the New Forest there is now 
some light in the sky.   

 

By The Worlds End the east is pink with the rising 
sun.  Coming up the hill from  Winterbourne Abbas 
it is now fully light and on the top of Askerswell the 
view over to Beer is lovey.   

Running up the hill from Bridport on the left set 
back is a very convenient stop, a welcome coffee and, for the brave, bacon butties                  
(but remember they are also provided at St Marychurch.) 
 

The second half of the journey goes quickly, but watch for the speed cameras in Charmouth.  
Down the hill past Axminster, carry on through Kilmington and Wilmington, and up the hill for a 
view over Honiton where we join the A30.  It’s now all dual carriageway to Torquay and we are 
motoring.  
  

Over the Exe at the tail of the M5, up Telegraph Hill and a sneak view towards Hay Tor (no snow 
this time), down to Newton Abbot and over the Teign.  Now for the home run so left at the    
hospital crossing, though past Torquay United.  Crossover and park (no, I’m keeping that place a 
secret) and walk to the St Marychurch where more coffee and cakes (even another bacon butty 
sometimes) await. 

My journey is a common one – ask any well 
seasoned Jack Tar and you will be regaled 
with hair-raising tales of when Their Lords                   
Commissioners thought it wise to post    
sailors away from their home town.   

    The A35 was a common route between 
                      Pompey and Guz.  

 
It’s the last Saturday in November and I am back in my Mother Division for the Annual             
assembly.  Meeting long standing friends, making new acquaintances and above all enjoying 
Ceremonial and a Lunch.   

Fortunately Hampshire & Isle of Wight and Devon & Cornwall have always    
exchanged Worthy Knights so there are many other familiar faces, although 
Service in the Highest Conclave takes its toll.   

Both Divisions have other things in common; both Sovereign’s Batons show the 
distinct workmanship of ‘homers’ by skilled dockyard trained workmen.   

The link isn’t just of Worthy Knights; Our V.Ill.Kt. Keith Barry Jackson did his 
Appendant Orders in Naval & Military Conclave, my own adopted Conclave.   
Also, it can’t be that many Conclaves that have two Divisional Treasurers in its 
membership, my Mother Conclave being Royal Citadel No 327. 

© Adrian Seal / Alamy Stock Photo  



If you have an article relating to our order or an interest you would like to share, or a report of your conclaves activities, please contact  

Ill.Kt. Nicholas White. nstjmwhite@aol.com 

On the evening of the 29th of October the St Aubyn                 
Council, No.33 TI (Time Immemorial), of the Order of the Allied   
Masonic Degrees held their Installation meeting at the Mount 
Edgcumbe Masonic Hall. 

The Installation of the new Master was preceded by the admission 
of a new member to the Council, Brother George Stuart Bennell 
who took the first of five Degrees in which he was Introduced,  
Received and Admitted.  The ceremony was conducted in an     
excellent manner by Right Worshipful Brother Anthony Vickery, 
our Immediate Past District Grand Prefect. 

The next part of the evening was to Install the Master Elect Brother Richard Lucas.  It is customary or the 
outgoing Master to install his successor but on this occasion the Worshipful Master W.Bro. Mervyn     
Collings was unable to attend owing to illness.  An enquiry to the Secretary, ‘who, would be Installing 
Richard’ W.Bro Barry Slade was overjoyed when the Secretary said ‘I thought that you were doing it’. 

W.Bro. Richard, better known to 
most as the Intendent General of 
the Red Cross of Constantine for   
Devon & Cornwall, will be an     
excellent Master, and it is under-
stood that he already has some 
work to do in his year  

Words taken from W.Bro. Barry W Slade, District 
Grand Prefect. Photos by W.Bro. John Smerdon.  
Report on the  Divisional Website. 

From the Allied Masonic Degree concerning our  
Intendant General 

A few other familiar Red Cross 
faces here…. 

R.Ill.Kt. Richard keeping on track…. 

While out with his wife, Marilyn last week, R.Ill.Kt Richard found that they 
were in the vicinity of Okehampton         
Station which was celebrating the opening 
of the line between Exeter and              
Okehampton after 49 years of closure. 
Since 1997, the line has only been open on 
some summer Sundays after regular services stopped in 1972. 
The line had been originally built 150 years ago.  

R.Ill.Kt Richard said…. ‘Marilyn and I were lucky enough to see 
the new line open at Okehamton at lunch time, We got there just in time to see the 
Train arrive, the media were there but we didn’t get interviewed!! Lot of people there 
though!’ 
 
Wikipedia tells us that the train featured is a British Rail Class 150 Sprinter class 
of diesel multiple-unit passenger trains developed and constructed by BREL 
York between 1984 and 1987 for use on regional services across the UK.  


